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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  FRED FUNK

Thursday, June 7, 2012

Q.  We're talking about whether he would be standing next to me or Brian Hammons or Rich Lerner.  We ended up looking up to those guys.  We're about eyeball to eyeball, and you're almost eyeball to eyeball to the league, you've won this major championship in the past, doing it at a different venue.  Talk about where you stand right here.
FRED FUNK:  I love it, I love the way I'm playing today.  I love the golf course, it's in great condition.  I'm doing a lot of good stuff right now.  I'm excited about playing golf.  I love going out and playing, and I can't wait to get out and see what I've got.

Q.  Monday qualifying for the U.S. Open, Sharon was telling me that she said a prayer, bring 'em where you need them.  Obviously you'll be home.  Talk about that. 
FRED FUNK:  Yeah, it was a little disappointing.  It wasn't a deal where I really wanted to be at Olympic, I just wanted to be in the U.S. Open because the atmosphere of the U.S. Open is so special.  That was kind of my goal.  It wasn't so much the venue.  

Last year was a big deal because of Congressional, that's my hometown, but this year I just wanted to make it because of the U.S. Open.  And I didn't and that's fine, there's no harm, no foul because I was dog tired.  I got a little sick in the pro‑am last week and I'm still fighting a little infection in the sinuses or whatever.  I'm starting to feel a little better and the game is really good and I'm really looking forward to a week off and getting going again.   
Q.  (Inaudible)
FRED FUNK:  I'm not hitting that many bad shots.  I'm hitting a lot of good shots and I had a good, solid putting day today.  Actually, most of my birdies were a pretty long distance, and no bogeys, I love the fact there were no bogeys, so it was a really good day.

Q.  It has to be kind of cool sharing this with your son, who's caddying for you.  Talk about how fun that is.
FRED FUNK:  Well, it is fun.  He's now my regular caddie, and what was really special was when I won a couple weeks ago in Houston and he was on the bag.  That was something I really just wanted to get in the hunt and let him experience the heat coming down the last few holes.  There was a lot of pressure on there.  Tom Lehman had a big lead on me, and I ended up having a great finish and birdied four of the last five and beat him.  It just ended up being a great feeling for me and for him.  That was special.  You can't ask for any more.  I really look forward to the day I caddie for him.  That will be even more special.

Q.  Given the conditions, if they stay the same, do you expect the scores to hold or even go lower?
FRED FUNK:  Oh, no, they'll go a lot lower, I think, because the greens are soft.  Anytime you get soft conditions, the guys will fire it up because if you get control of your ‑‑ all the guys are going to hit solid irons, and then if you just stop the ball ‑‑ I always tell, if you give a pro soft conditions, it doesn't matter how long it is, somebody's going to shoot low.  Get the really firm, you know, rock‑hard greens and you get the best players in the world, there's guesswork on where the ball's going to stop, that's when the scores go up.  It doesn't matter if it's 6,800 or 7,500, that's the case.  Their tour, our tour, the big tour or the Champions Tour, the scores go up, and right now we know where the ball's going to stop.  The course is in great shape.  I guess we had quite a bit of rain on Monday and that did soften everything up, but I think we have a great weather forecast.  It's going to be fun, it will be a great shootout.
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