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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  BRIAN CLAAR
Friday, June 28, 2013
DAVE SENKO:  Brian, thanks for joining us.  I know it's been a crazy day.  Maybe just take us through the decision you made today with the rain and restarting tomorrow.

BRIAN CLAAR:  Well, that thing kind of blew up on us.  We were watching it and we thought it might miss us to the south, and then a little finger just popped up and we got them in off the golf course.  And you saw what happened, we got a half inch in, what, 30 minutes.  It washed all the bunkers out again.  The creek is overflowing.  Fairways are unplayable.  It took ‑‑ they had a crew of 75 guys and it took four hours to restore the bunkers, and they've only got about 25 guys right now.  So we had no choice.  And it looks like there's more rain coming.  So instead of ‑‑ the best we could have done with no more rain is at 6:00, and we just didn't think it was feasible to have everyone sit around until 6:00 to maybe get back out.  So tomorrow morning looks dry.  Gives the crew tonight and tomorrow morning to get the golf course ready.  We have a little less than two hours of golf left to finish round 2.  So start at 8:00, hopefully done around 9:45, then re‑pair, two tees at 11 and 1.  Hopefully we'll get lucky tomorrow.

DAVE SENKO:  Questions?

Q   Brian, when you came in yesterday, you said the next one might be the one that puts things over the edge and that was this one?
BRIAN CLAAR:  It was.  We probably could have handled a slow, steady drizzle, but that came down so quick, it was just buckets.  And just instantaneously the golf course was as bad as it was when we had three inches; just saturated, no place for it to go.  So I think we caught a break yesterday, at least we got 18 holes in.  We need to catch a break tomorrow.  Sunday is iffy, but a little better.  I'm still positive we'll get 72 holes in by Sunday night.

DAVE SENKO:  What's the outlook anyhow for the rest of the week?  Especially tomorrow, how will all this rain affect the playability for the next couple of rounds?

BRIAN CLAAR:  It's going to be real wet.  Again, the fairways were actually ‑‑ we were getting a little better this morning.  I think we're right back to square one.  Without any sun or wind, high humidity, we're not going to get much drying.  We don't need any more rain.  We don't need any more rain.  So we just need to get lucky tomorrow.

Q   What's the forecast for overnight?
BRIAN CLAAR:  Looking at the radar, there's a bunch of stuff right out to the west heading right at us.  Whether it dissipates or not, we doubt it.  Looks like about 4:00 or 5:00 it will be on us.  Hopefully nothing too bad.  Once the sun goes down, the heating of the atmosphere goes away, it should calm things down.  And like I said, it's supposed to be dry in the morning, so hopefully we can at least finish round 2 and get round 3 started.

Q   To the point where if it would rain, that one that's coming and if something pops up overnight, that you might not be able to play tomorrow?
BRIAN CLAAR:  It's a possibility, but I can't imagine, with us having six, seven eight hours of drying time, even midnight to late in the morning that as good as Jason and his crew is, that we can't get the golf course playable for tomorrow morning.  It would take two inches of rain, I think, before we couldn't play tomorrow morning.  I might be out of my element saying that, but as good as these guys are, and it's going to stop once the sun goes down.  So I think we'll play tomorrow morning at 8:00.

Q   Brian, I apologize if you have been asked this.  Is Monday a possibility?
BRIAN CLAAR:  Yeah, there's a few tournaments, four round majors by regulations, if the weather permits we have to play Monday.  So if we don't have 72 holes in and the weather looks good on Monday, by regulations we will have to play Monday.

Q   Tuesday?
BRIAN CLAAR:  The only way we're here on Tuesday is if half the field finishes on Monday and then we're here Tuesday.  Since I've been out here, that hasn't happened.  I think I've been lucky enough that we haven't even finished on a Monday yet, so we're going to do everything we can.

DAVE SENKO:  Okay.  Thank you, Brian.

BRIAN CLAAR:  Thanks guys.
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