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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   FRED COUPLES
Friday, June 28, 2013
DAVE SENKO:  I know you completed 11 holes, 7‑under, just talk about what was going well today. 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, while hitting fairways was a plus and I made a few putts obviously, but I hit it close.  And the only downside is right before the siren went off I hit kind of a very mediocre shot on 3 of about a 60‑footer.  I went and marked my ball, which is probably going to have about 30 feet of break when I go out there tomorrow morning.  So if I two‑putt that, I'll be very, very happy.  But the rest of it was good.  Like I said, there was a lot of rough out there.  I did hit it in the rough on 16 and then slashed an iron out of there to about eight feet and made it for birdie.  But the rest of the golf was good. 

DAVE SENKO:  If you have a question, raise your hand.

Q   Fred, I don't want to say as easy as it's playing, but as accessible as it is now, how much with all this does it make it even more accessible?
FRED COUPLES:  Great question.  We were looking, there was puddles everywhere.  So I will say the greens got a little faster today from yesterday.  Yeah, I mean they were rolling nicely and picking up pace, but I think tomorrow morning if we keep getting rain ‑‑ what's the tee times tomorrow?  8 to 10.  We're in the same ‑‑ we're all teed off, right?  So we all tee off at 8, wherever you were.  Okay, then we'll finish.  So 8:00 the course I think will be ‑‑ I don't know the right word ‑‑ wet.  Not sloppy, but wet.  And then the afternoon, if we don't get anything, it will be like it was today.  But it's still good.  I felt like the pins were harder yesterday than today. I've only played 12 holes or 11 holes, but some of them were a little easier.  Yesterday I think the scoring was the same, but I felt like the pins were a little easier today.

Q   Fred, obviously it's going to be wet like you said.  How much harder is it to play when you're sloshing around out there?
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I mean we're playing lift, clean and place, so you're teeing the ball up every shot.  So to be honest it's really not ‑‑ you're not hitting out of casual water.  You're hitting off of clean, good lies.  So that's not the problem for us.  The problem is the starting and stopping.  And then I don't know how tomorrow is going to be, if we're just going out at that time if it's going to be nice or not.  But, I mean, it's 3:00 and they've called the day off.  So obviously, like Tom Purtzer, he's got a 50‑yard shot left.  So not many guys ‑‑ I think there's only a group behind me.  I don't know what hole John is on, but there's another hour and 40 minutes of golf and we're not even going to give it an effort, so something has got to be coming.

Q   What about that putt you're going to have in the morning that you're talking about?
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, I'm sure it will cross my mind here at 5:00 and 8:00 and 6:00.  It's not going to be an easy one, but you know what, I'll make a two, a three or a four, and whatever ones those are, then I'll go to the next tee.

Q   Are there any Presidents Cup talks between you and Nick and Jay the last day and a half?
FRED COUPLES:  A little bit.  We're all trying to figure out if we're going to play at Pebble Beach the week before and how we're going to get there.  So that was really about it.

Q   Fred, you're 7‑under through 11 holes.  Does your mind start to drift?  Did you know the weather was coming in?  Did you think, man, you've got a chance to go super low today?
FRED COUPLES:  Well, like yesterday we played and kept looking at the officials and they'd give you the thumbs up, which means the weather is going to be pretty good.  And today it happened really fast.  It poured, I don't know, half an inch in five minutes.  So I don't think we knew we were going to get out of this day without any problems, but it happened really fast.  So you don't look ahead.  It's nice to birdie every hole.  But rounds like this don't happen very often.  Does it matter that we're stopping?  To be honest, no.  I mean, I was hitting the ball well, but you can look at the bright side tomorrow and come out tomorrow and have to keep going again.

Q   (Inaudible.)
FRED COUPLES:  No, I don't know.  I'd like to.  I have birdied a lot of them.  

Q   (Inaudible.)
FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, this is one of our better courses and I like it because a lot of holes, if I feel like attacking, I can hit a driver.  If I don't, I can hit a 3‑wood.  But most the time I'm hitting drivers because it's just so sloppy and makes the fairways a little wider.  All right. 
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