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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:    JEFF HART
Friday, June 28, 2013
DAVE SENKO:  Jeff, thanks for joining us after 5‑under, 65 today, which is your best round on the Champions Tour.  Maybe just talk about your day.  It looks like you had seven birdies and two bogeys?

JEFF HART:  Yeah, I didn't realize that.  It was one of those days where it was kind of easy and it seemed like every hole I was putting for birdie.  I guess the so‑called zone they talk about I was in and it went well.  The bogeys probably shouldn't have happened, but I misclubbed on 15, hit it over the green, but still had a pretty easy chip and left myself about a seven or eight footer which I missed.  I bogeyed 4, yeah, I hit a poor second shot.  In fact, I had 238, second shot I hit a 3‑wood, kind of half topped it, had 80 yards for my third shot, but I still had a reasonable putt for par, which I missed.  But that hole was just plain tough for me.  I mean, I'm carrying the driver 230 to 240 with a foot of roll, so I mean it's a long ‑‑ some of the holes are playing very long for me.  But having said that, I hope it rains because the greens are starting to firm up a little bit and I prefer they're soft.  The softer the green, the better chance I have.

DAVE SENKO:  Your birdies, take us through your shot sequence starting at No. 2.

JEFF HART:  Yeah, 2, I just missed the green to the right in the rough, it probably wasn't 30 feet or so from the hole and fished it up two feet, tapped in birdie.  Next hole I hit 5 for a par 3, about 10 feet and made it.  Then at 5 I hit 4‑wood, wedge about 15 feet, made that.  Then the par 4 up the hill, yeah, again I hit a 5‑wood, sand wedge, about four feet and made that.  The next hole I hit driver, 3‑wood, which I thought was a par 5 for me and it skirted and rolled up there about five feet and made that for birdie, which was a hole I'd been very happy to make four on let alone three.

DAVE SENKO:  12.

JEFF HART:  Birdie at 12, driver, pitching wedge about four or five feet, made that.  The next one wasn't until I think 16.  Driver, 4‑iron, foot and a half, two feet.  I guess most of them were pretty close now that I'm analyzing.  I didn't realize it as it was happening, but, yeah, it was one of those days where it seemed pretty easy and I think I hit a lot of greens and a lot of fairways.  So it wasn't like I was struggling getting it up and down here and there.  It seemed quite easy.

DAVE SENKO:  You actually hit all 14 fairways and 16 of 18 greens today.

JEFF HART:  Well, I missed the first fairway so I thank the scorer for giving me a fairway there.

DAVE SENKO:  Oh, 13 of 14, yeah.  How much different course conditions say compared to yesterday?

JEFF HART:  Well, it was a lot drier.  Yesterday it was pretty much casual water.  I mean, just about every shot you could have, I'm in casual water, can I go over here or there, but there was nowhere to go with it.  Today there was none of that really.  Greens were still soft.  Of course fairways were, we were getting virtually no roll, but it was much more playable today than yesterday for sure.

DAVE SENKO:  Okay.  If you have a question, just raise your hand.  We're recording this, having a transcript, so let's make sure we get everyone's question.

Q   Nice putting, Jeff.
JEFF HART:  Thanks.

Q   Good finish last weekend at Encompass and obviously two really good rounds here.  Anything different about your game, are you changing anything, anything going on?
JEFF HART:  No.  Finally learning to try less and less.  I think that's the key for me.  I think we're all conditioned to try harder and in all sports you're told get in there, try harder, and certainly golf is no different, but I'm just kind of letting it go right now and that's the key.  If I can keep doing that, then I'll play well I think.

Q   Do you have an opinion on why it takes golfers so long to discover that?  I mean, we're talking about Champions Tour.  A lot of people say it, you know.  Why does it take so long to make that discovery?
JEFF HART:  I think we're just conditioned that way.  All sports, we're sort of taught, baseball, football, get in there, try harder.  The coach tells you get in there and work harder.  You work so hard off the course that it's hard to all of the sudden step on the course and say, okay, let it go.  You're just conditioned to sort of grind, I think, and work hard and it's a tough concept to grasp, to let go of control to get control.  We're used to trying to control everything.  So that's been the key for me.  Physically I don't feel like my game's all that good.  I'm changing my swing every other hole out there like I normally do and putting stroke doesn't feel anything great.  All I can think of is I'm making a lot of putts and it's because I'm freeing it up, letting it go.

Q   How concerned are you that Couples could get out to too big of a lead?
JEFF HART:  Well, probably about as concerned as he is that I'm chasing him.  Not much.  Fred's a great player and his game and my game are totally different, let's put it that way.  He's up here, I'm down here somewhere, and I just love to play with Fred and see how he does.  And I've played with him much over the years, so it would be fun if I were paired with him or going up against him.

Q   Jeff, your caddie mentioned a little earlier about the fact that you guys have been together for a while and 16, 17 times you've been to the Q‑school finals.  Now the way you're playing today is something he's probably recognized before in practice that you pulled it all together today, hitting the fairways.  What was the difference today as opposed to ‑‑ is your confidence level a lot higher than it was previously?
JEFF HART:  You know, I don't think it's any higher.  It's like I said, I've been able to just let it go, not worry about the results.  I think, you know, trying to make that putt, trying overly hard to make that shot to putt just doesn't work for me.  It may work for others but it doesn't work for me.  I wouldn't say my confidence levels are any higher other than I have been playing better the last month.  I've qualified for the Open.  I was a qualifier for the tournament in Iowa.  So I've put some good scores on the board, but it's not like I'm walking to the first tee with all this newfound confidence.  It's just I've been able to get out of my own way for the most part and not, you know, try so hard, don't worry about the results so much.

Q   With the course playing long for you, how important has your big iron game become?
JEFF HART:  Well, I wish it were my long iron game.  It's more my fairway wood game.  I'm hitting it so short that I'm hitting a lot of 5‑woods, 4‑woods, even 3‑woods into some of the par 4s, but it seems like I'm either hitting those clubs or hitting wedges or 9‑irons.  So there's scorable holes where holes are either really short or really long it seems like.  So there are certainly birdie holes out there.  And then I played the longer holes well.  Like 8, you know, driver, 3‑wood, four feet today.  And I think I made another birdie out there with the fairway wood.  So I've hit a lot of greens today with fairway woods, 5‑woods, 4‑woods, that kind of thing.  And then you throw in the short holes, there are several short par 4s where you've got wedges.  Yeah, I mean, all in all there are definitely some birdie holes.

Q   You talked about letting it go.  You're going to be in contention at least tomorrow.  Is it easy to let it go as you get deeper and a deeper into it kind of thinking about what it all means?
JEFF HART:  No, it's not.  It's tougher for sure.  First few days it's easy to say, hey, I don't care, let's free it up.  It gets tougher on the weekend for sure, but that's the challenge.  That's the issue for me going forward is, yeah, can I do that?  And I don't know.  I hope I can.

DAVE SENKO:  Any more questions?  One more here.

Q   On the 18th hole again, you just shot, kind of swung back a little bit.  That putt, it seemed like it was a straight-in putt there, chance for you to get to 8‑under?
JEFF HART:  It had quite a big break to it, probably a foot and a half right to left.  And I knew it was slow going up the hill and I think I just didn't hit it hard enough, but I thought I'd made it, looked like it was going to go in, but being uphill I probably needed to pay attention more to the speed, I think I needed to hit it a little harder.

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Jeff.

JEFF HART:  Appreciate it.  
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