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DUSTIN JOHNSON   ( -21)


MICHAEL BALIKER:  We'll get started.  Welcome the winner of the 2019 World Golf Championship Mexico Championship, Dustin Johnson, to the interview room.  

Sixth World Golf Championships title, 20th PGA TOUR victory.  Dustin, it was a dominating performance out there.  Just comment on the day and the week in general.

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean, it obviously was a very good week, got off to a great start.  I felt like all week I've really had control of the golf ball.  I hit a lot of really good shots and rolled the putter pretty well.  You know, for me today was a big day.  It was ‑‑ I knew Rory was going to be coming at me pretty good.  I knew I needed to play a really good round if I wanted to win.  We both ‑‑ front nine, I made some really nice saves.  They kind of kept the momentum going.  And I knew I was swinging well.  I just got out of position a couple of times off the tee, but not when I really didn't feel like I hit bad shots.  So a few par saves I made were very key.  The one on 9 kind of definitely kept the momentum going, and then got off to a great start on the back nine.

MICHAEL BALIKER:  We'll open it up for some questions.

Q.  I think you said yesterday that this is a tough course because it demands a lot from you.  Do you find yourself having to focus a little bit more on this golf course?  Does that help you?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, this golf course, it's difficult and you definitely have to focus on every single shot, just because with the elevation and calculating the numbers.  And then the wind was blowing this week, too.  So there was a lot of calculations going on.  That definitely made me stay really focused on what I was doing and exactly how far I wanted to pay the shot.  I felt like I did a really good job of that this whole week.

Q.  Can you walk us through the ruling on 5?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, my ball ‑‑ I thought I hit a good tee shot.  It ended up ‑‑ took a really big bounce and rolled up against a tree, but it was right next to the cart path.  No matter ‑‑ I mean, the only way I could play was back to the left.  There wasn't another option.

I told the rules official, "Look, even if I try to get really close to this ball, I'm still standing on the cart path."  He agreed with me and I got relief.

Yeah, I mean, that was a good break.  To get a drop there, which I was entitled to relief, to save par was definitely a big boost.

Q.  What did you use to punch out?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I used a 6‑iron.

Q.  And when you first got up to your ball, what was ‑‑ and you saw your ball, did you first see the tree or the cart path?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  A tree.

Q.  How soon before you noticed the cart path?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, when I tried to hit like ‑‑ when I got in there with a club to see where I was going to hit it and then obviously I was standing on the cart path.

Q.  Secondly, just the start, I know it seems like a long time ago, but the par on 2 with him in close and then playing the third and two‑putting from there is no easy task.  How important was that in the scheme of the day? 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, it was very important.  I made a big putt on 2.  I thought I hit a better drive than that.  I guess they said it hit someone so it stopped.  Then it was in not a very good lie.  Then it plugged in the bunker.  I was just trying to hit it 20 feet past the hole.  I wasn't even trying to hit it close.  Plugged in the bunker.  I thought I hit a pretty good shot from a plugged lie to 15 feet and then made a really nice par save there, especially since Rory was already in the hole with birdie.  So to only lose one shot there was big.

Then 3, I hit a pretty good shot there, just perfect distance, and just hung a little left.  It never cut on me ‑‑ for me.  And then even in the bunker I was hitting a ‑‑ I thought I was in a good spot, it just ‑‑ there was no sand in that bunker.  I made a good 4.

Q.  Were you nervous at all at that point?  Three holes and your lead's down to 2. 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  A little bit.  I definitely could feel it.  It was something that ‑‑ obviously, Rory's playing well.  I know I've got to play well.  So absolutely.  

I was nervous before I teed off today because it means something to me.  I want to win and I want to come out here and perform well.  Yeah, I definitely felt the nerves all day, but I was able to control them and put a lot of good swings on the golf ball.

Q.  At what point was your pulse the highest besides right now? 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Probably early in the round, and then it always gets up coming up the last couple holes.  Not too high, though. 

MICHAEL BALIKER:  This puts you into the top‑10 of the FedExCup standings.  How does this win early in the season just set you up for later on in August? 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, you know, being in a good position in the FedExCup points race and then obviously the Wyndham Rewards, too, is definitely something, when you can get in good position early, it definitely helps the rest of the year.

For me, it's more giving myself a lot of confidence in the golf swing, in my putting.  I felt like everything was ‑‑ everything went really well this week and just finally feel like I'm swinging it really good and putting four rounds together.  I felt even from Monday when I came out here and practiced, I swung it really good and very consistent from Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, all the way through Sunday.

So that gives me a lot of confidence in that I'm doing the right things and I've got great feels in the golf swing right now, and hopefully I can continue to play some really solid golf.

Q.  Dustin, I'm sure you don't think in these terms, but 20 Tour wins and a major, that's pretty much the litmus test for the Hall of Fame.  Have you ever thought about that?

[bookmark: _GoBack]DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, I haven't.  I've still got a long way to go hopefully, and hopefully I've got a bunch more wins to put on my resume before I start thinking about that.  Obviously it would be a great achievement and a great honor to be a part of that.  For me it's more, you know, trying to win as many tournaments as I can.

Q.  Does the number (inaudible) bother you?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, 20 is nice, I definitely wanted to get to that 20 number.  I would have liked to have done it a little bit quicker, but I'm pleased with where I'm at, and to get 20 wins obviously is a lifetime exemption on the Tour, so that's a very big accomplishment and I'm very proud of myself for doing it.

Q.  And you no longer have to do the strength of field thing, do you know that?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I know.  I definitely was thinking about that.

Q.  Were you really?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yes, that was my biggest ‑‑ because I couldn't find somewhere where I was going to add a tournament this year.

Q.  Don't have to worry about it.

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I was putting a lot of pressure on myself.

Q.  The streak of winning every single year, how proud are you of that, just the consistency of doing that?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I'm definitely very proud of myself for that.  It's a big accomplishment.  It's tough enough to get one win out here, and to win every year I've been on Tour is, yeah, it's something that I work hard on and I want to do.  So I want to keep it going as long as I can, but it's been a lot of hard work and it's paying off right now.

Q.  Have you found yourself over the years talking confident even though you didn't feel all that confident in your game?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No.

Q.  Mainly us, when someone asks you about your game, feeling good about it?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Maybe, maybe ‑‑ no, I don't know.  I feel like I'm pretty honest.  If I'm not feeling that good, I'll let you now.

Q.  You'll tell us it's rubbish.  

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Exactly, and it wasn't very good today.

Q.  But you made the point earlier in the week that you feel like your swing is getting back to where it was in '17?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, it's the closest I've felt to that since I got hurt two years ago.  I finally feel like everything is getting very close to where I was then and I felt like I've got the same feels, I'm seeing the same shot shapes and I'm really controlling the golf ball.  I'm starting to drive it like I was back then, and for me that's a big key and it's a big confidence booster for my game.  If I know I'm hitting it well and driving it good, you know, it's going to give me a lot of confidence.

Q.  And that's a pretty big stretch, you just finished of four in a row, right?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah.

Q.  I know you're looking forward to a break, but if you look forward to ‑‑

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I don't get much of a break.  I'm flying to Toronto tonight, I've got to work tomorrow.

Q.  Doing what?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  RBC. 

Q.  It will be worth it.

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It is.

Q.  What will you do once you get done in Toronto in terms of the next two weeks to not only get rest, but also stay sharp?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I'll definitely rest some, but not really.  There's too many important tournaments coming up.  I want to keep my game as sharp as I can.  There's definitely some things I can work on when I go home.  And I'll take Monday off, just ‑‑ I am working but not really, so it will be kind of an off day.  Maybe Tuesday, but then I'll be right back to work because this year, this time of year's just too important.  I don't really have the time to take any time off.

Q.  You've not seen THE PLAYERS overseeded have you?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No.  I can't wait, though.

Q.  Why?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I've struggled there in May, so hopefully, hopefully in early March with the overseeded, you know, the golf course is going to play completely different.  I feel like the ball's not going to go near as far, probably going to be a little bit softer, hit a lot more drivers.  I just always remember growing up watching THE PLAYERS and it being green and overseeded and guys hitting shots and spinning back.  You can't do that in May, everything bounces forward.

Q.  What do you have building your way up to Augusta schedule‑wise?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  PLAYERS, Match Play, Augusta.  That's it.

Q.  Should I bother asking where you're staying in Augusta?  Different house?

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Different house. 

MICHAEL BALIKER:  Dustin, congratulations.  Thank you.
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