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PRE-TOURNAMENT PRESS CONFERENCE  
December 6, 2023  
 
TEAM USA 
 
Jim Furyk, Playing Captain 
Billy Andrade, Vice Captain 
Steve Stricker 
David Toms 
Jerry Kelly 
Justin Leonard 
Brett Quigley 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Welcome everybody. Thank you for joining us here today. We're excited to 
be here at The Concession Golf Club for the inaugural World Champions Cup. We're joined 
here by Jim Furyk, our captain, as well as Billy Andrade, vice captain, and the U.S. team.  
 
Jim, if you don't mind kicking us off with some remarks about your excitement to captain this 
great team.  
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah, the first time I really heard about this event was three years ago, it was 
in Flint, Michigan, playing the Ally Championship. Peter Jacobsen had approached me to 
talk about it. Obviously extremely excited about it. It's taken now three years to come to 
fruition, but a lot of hard work by Intersport, Peter and all the bodies involved.  Concession 
Golf Club, we've got a great venue.  
 
I guess I look back to a couple months ago being a vice captain with Strick in Rome and 
watching the 12 best American players play the Ryder Cup. After about two, three, four days 
of watching you start to get itchy as a player, you want to be out there, you want to hit some 
balls, you want to be on the golf course.  
 
It brings back some great memories for me playing in Ryder Cups, President Cups, 
competing against a lot of the folks that are out there right now. Man, it just kind of got the 
juices flowing. I started thinking about December, I started thinking about the World 
Champions Cup.  
 
I know the last time I got to play in an event like this I think it was in 2014 in a Ryder Cup or 
Presidents Cup. For Strick, for Justin, for David, we've got Jerry playing first one? Played the 
Presidents Cup? Presidents Cup. And Quigs maybe first one. Exciting. It's just such an 
exciting time for us, for the Champions Tour.   
 
I think we all talk about it, Darren, Ernie and I, we all talk about it. We see these guys on a 
weekly basis, we're friends, we know each other's families, their kids. But these 18 guys are 
extremely competitive. We get to put the U.S. flag, to represent our country, to play as a 
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team, and these six guys I couldn't be more honored to be their captain. If I had a -- I feel 
like they're too nice, to be honest. They get along too good. This is a really close knit bunch 
and it's been fun for me just in the few days we've been here, it's going to be great for the 
week.   
 
My point being when the gun goes off on Thursday, this is 18 really competitive folks and 
there's no one else I'd rather have on my team than these six. They're feisty, they're going to 
go out there and play their hearts out and I'm excited for the week. We're going to have a 
bunch of, fun but it's going to be a great competition.  
 
MODERATOR:  Billy, you're here as vice captain but you're also going to be playing for your 
team. Can you talk about your excitement to be here with this group and also how you 
balance that with your role as vice captain.  
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I'm just ecstatic to be the vice captain and be a part of this, to be with 
these guys. 
 
We've been friends a long time, so it's great to be together, to bounce ideas off of each 
other. Jim called me a few months ago and said my back's not great, just be ready, be 
prepared. Last week he texted me and said I can't go. I've known this for a while.  
 
And like I said, I'm just honored to be with these guys and looking forward to helping out as 
much as I can and maybe we can get all our pairings set up and it's going to be a lot of fun. 
Thank you.  
 
Q.  I think we've entered, with all the changes, an era of experimentation and new 
formats. Do you see that this is an opportunity now that the Tour and other things, 
even interacting with LIV, that there's so many things going on that this is really going 
to be -- this is maybe not just the thing but the start of a number of things that are 
going to be different formats and different ways of trying things out? 
 
JIM FURYK:  To the whole panel? That's a captain question. You know, I think it's -- I mean, 
it definitely is blazing a trail in golf. I think we're proud as a Champions Tour, proud of what 
our tour's accomplished. I think we've grown. We've a lot of great players ahead of us that 
have paved the way and I think our Champions Tour's in a great spot right now. So I'm 
proud of the fact that our tour gets to do this for the first time, to kind of have a three-team 
competition.   
 
Yeah, I could see -- do I see that ever happening with the Ryder Cup or the Presidents Cup 
coming together? No, because the governing bodies are two totally separate bodies. The 
PGA TOUR runs the Presidents Cup and The PGA of America runs the Ryder Cup and 
they're both big moneymakers.  
 
But there are a lot of opportunities in the world of golf out there where maybe this format 
could be copied. I'm really proud that the seven of us get to sit up here and talk about it and 
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our tour gets to showcase a new style of event that I think is going to be amazing.  
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I think we're making history. I think this is the start of something huge. I 
think the Ryder Cup in the '80s when I was a kid wasn't a big deal and look where it is today. 
I just think that this is just going to get bigger and better. When the public, the golfing junkies 
out there watch this on TV, they're going to go, man, this is really, really cool. I just think 
down the road this is going to be a huge, huge event. 
 
Q.  In the formulation, do you think it was all put together by Peter Jacobsen and his 
group or was there input from you guys into what was going to evolve? Out there 
listening to the rules and everything, it looks like it's definitely an evolutionary 
process.  
 
JIM FURYK:  I think any first-time event there's going to be an evolution, but Peter 
Jacobsen, Charlie, Intersport kind of came together, they came with the ideas. They came to 
Ernie and myself and Darren and kind of bounced a lot of ideas off of us. So it's been a give 
and take. I think we've helped them along the way, but they've done the lion's share of the 
work and kind of figured out the format, the points system. 
 
That was the first question I think everyone had was, OK, how are we going to do a point 
system between three teams. Intersport, Peter, Charlie, they came up with the idea, ran it by 
us. 
 
You know, always in a first-year event there's going to be a give and a take. I think we would 
all agree it's been very organized, we're well taken care of. It has the feel of a big golf 
tournament, the corporate hospitality. So I think they've done a very, very good job even 
considering first-year event. 
 
Q.  Brett and Billy, when's the last time you played match play?   
 
BRETT QUIGLEY:  The state amateur maybe.  
 
JIM FURYK:  That's not true. I played Brett in the match play.  
 
BRETT QUIGLEY:  I tried to forget that match.  
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I played Jim in the match play. It's been a while, yeah. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.) Someone when you're playing team stuff, just getting ready for 
an event, what kind of mode do you shift into?  
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  I love team golf. We've had our CVS charity Classic, the Fred Meyer 
Challenge, the old J.C. Penney Classic. Had an opportunity to play with great players and 
win and be successful at it.  
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I never had the opportunity, the rules were different back when the PGA TOUR, to get on the 
Ryder Cup team, you actually had to be on the PGA TOUR for four years before you could 
play Ryder Cup. That all changed when Tiger Woods showed up. So I never had the 
opportunity to play on a Ryder Cup and didn't make a Presidents Cup team. So this is huge 
for me.  
 
I'm just excited about playing with a partner and getting in the mix and helping each other 
out. I mean, it's just -- I played team sports my whole life, basketball, baseball. I love the 
team aspect of it. I'm really excited. I haven't played much match play, but the way we're 
looking at it, we're playing really stroke play. We're putting everything out. So it is match 
play, but it also is stroke as well. 
 
Q.  For Jim or anyone else that wants it, what's the challenge of having two 
opponents in the ring instead of just the one?  
 
JIM FURYK:  I mean, the way I would approach it is to go out there and fire the lowest score 
I could, right? It really isn't match play. I don't think you're really reacting as much like you 
would in a match play because winning a hole, losing a hole, we're going out there and 
playing for points and that point is basically affected by the score you shoot on each hole. 
We're holing out putts. 
 
So it really is kind of a medal play event. There is a touch of a match play as a partner 
game, there's some strategy involved. Certainly in the Scotch foursomes could play a little 
more aggressive off some tees, same thing in the four-ball.  
 
Also, if Billy and I are playing together and I'm farthest from the hole and Billy's closest, he 
can actually hit first. So there's a little match play-like strategy there. Ultimately if we go out 
there and we take care of business and everyone fires under par, we're going to earn a lot of 
points. I look at it from really a medal play standpoint?  
 
BILLY ANDRADE:  Every hole is the hole. I mean, you can be 3-up in match play and 
feel pretty comfortable, or I'm 3-up after three, I got off to a good start. Not in this 
format. You birdie the first hole and you get a couple points. Then the next hole is it. 
After that hole you go to the next hole. There's no comfort level I would say that you 
have to go, OK, that hole's over, now I've got to go to the next hole.  
 
So it's different than match play when you're 4, 5-up and you've got four, five holes to go. 
You know, got the guy dormie and you're going to win, then you walk in. That's not 
happening in this thing. Every hole is its own tournament really and you're trying to win each 
hole. 
 
Q.  For Jim and the group, this tournament being on network TV, you guys play week 
in, week out Champions Tour. What do you think having the opportunity to play on 
network and in front of a larger crowd is going to do for the advancement of the 
Champions Tour?  
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JIM FURYK:  Yeah, I think right now our home is, other than the USGA, the R & A and the 
PGA, you know, those -- ever other event our home is on the Golf Channel. They've been a 
great partner of ours and it's nice to have a home where our fans know exactly where to find 
us.   
 
But the outreach on ESPN, on network television, on ABC is massive, it's huge. The amount 
of viewership is that much greater.  
 
The one thing I hear when I travel and talk about the Champions Tour, a lot of our fans and 
folks are like, hey, you were the folks I grew up watching, or I'm your age and you were the 
folks that were the good junior golfers, the good college golfers, the good young players on 
Tour, the one that I assimilated to when I watched TV.  
 
So for us now to be on ESPN and ABC and have a larger outreach, I think it's a great way to 
showcase what we do on the PGA TOUR and just to reach a lot more folks. It's a huge 
opportunity for us to do it in such an exciting format with the International Team, the 
European team, the U.S. team. We've never seen it before. When I keep hearing the folks 
here at the event say we're finally going to find out who's best, it's not the Ryder Cup, it's not 
the Presidents Cup, we've got all three teams here and we get to showcase what we're 
doing.  
 


