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STEWART CINK


Q.  Stewart, thanks for joining us at the now Stifel Charity Classic. Coming off a win, just thoughts coming back to St. Louis this week and how you're feeling?

STEWART CINK:  Well, coming off a win's always good for confidence, especially the way that that one unfolded. It was a good putting week, really good putting week. 

So I've won tournaments in my career with really good hitting, but I haven't won tournaments with almost exclusively really good putting and that was one, so that's really good for confidence.

Coming back here to Norwood Hills in St. Louis with Stifel as the new title sponsor is always exciting because it's one of the best courses we play. It's a pretty stout test, you've got to drive it really nicely out here. 

And the golf course stood the test of time. They've been having pro golf tournaments out here since way before any of us were born, even Mark, but it's a lot of fun to compete again. 

And PGA TOUR Champions is just a great opportunity for us to come out here and continue to compete and kind of carry the PGA TOUR flag in a way. We're just honored to be able to get the chance.

Q.  I think we've got about five events left until Playoffs start. Being No. 2 and now chasing Miguel, not too far behind, is that kind of in your mindset like, hey, I've become a multiple‑time winner out here, he is as well, thoughts just going into Playoffs like how you're feeling about that, potentially being in contention for that Schwab Cup?

STEWART CINK:  Yeah. Well, it's my No. 1 stated goal for the year is to win that. I doubt Miguel is just going to not play or play poorly the rest of the year, so I'm left with pretty much one option and that is to just win, have to keep winning. 

I haven't done the math or anything but I don't even know what it would do if I won everything from here on out. I think Miguel would still have a chance of keeping it. I fully expect him to play great, but I also expect to play pretty good golf myself, at least be in the running at the conversation at the end. That would be really fun to be able to capture that Schwab Cup.

Q.  Speaking of Playoffs, on Tuesday evening this was announced as a playoff event next year, next season. What are your thoughts on that and what do you think it will do for the community here in St. Louis to have this event as a playoff event?

STEWART CINK:  Well, first of all, St. Louis is a wonderful American sports town. It's been that way for a long time. I remember playing tournaments here on the PGA TOUR where the crowds were just like electric, it was so fun. So I think it will just increase the energy and the attention the town gives this tournament.

And good for Stifel, they came in at the right time and to have a Playoff event, there's going to be obviously the top players. It's good for the area, it's good for Stifel, good for Norwood Hills and definitely good for Champions Tour. 

Q.  Coming back to Norwood Hills, is there a stretch of holes here that you feel like two or three holes in a row out on this golf course that are more challenging that you really have to pay attention to?  

STEWART CINK:  I don't really think that there's a stretch of holes, but it's more like just every hole has the right type of obstacles. There's no just complete breathers out here. 

Something about the way the trees are placed, and these are mature, big trees that have been here a long time, they're just in really good spots off the tee where you always have to think about where they are and adjust your aim or your club selection. 

It's just off the tee this course really sets up, if you drive it well and plan it well, the second shots are inviting. But it's a tee shot golf course in my opinion. 

I think the way the land is here, you've got rolling topography and there's a lot of holes where they're either on top of the ridges or they're down in the valleys. There's not a lot of holes that do both.  So for me I think the holes that are up on the ridges that are the ones that are a little more challenging off the tee because if you miss, you're going down and the ball can get away further. There's some key holes out here that do that.

Q.  Is there one hole that you look forward to playing every day out here?

STEWART CINK:  Yeah. Well, there's an exciting par 4 that you can drive the green on that's always fun. It's pretty short, but the green slopes hard away from you so you really have to plan your tee ball very well. It's not just a hit it and go find it because if you're three yards from the wrong side of the green, you're just going to have no shot. It's a really interesting risk‑reward hole and it's in a good stretch because you've got a par 3 that starts the back nine and you've got a couple difficult holes in a row and then a par 5. It's just a good mix of holes out here.

Q.  Obviously your game's in really good shape. What have you been doing specifically to keep it in good shape?

STEWART CINK:  Well, like always, working on speed and efficiency with my swing with my coaching staff has just been, it's always in the forefront. 

But me, I think the key is always like where my heart is as far as like how much importance I'm putting on results versus how much importance I'm putting on process and doing things I know I can control. When I'm in that control ‑‑ my control's in the right place, I'm pretty good at golf. On the other hand, like all of us, when I'm a little bit more overwhelmed by results and the impact for the meaning, then I tend to not be as efficient. That's really how the ship either floats or it sinks.

Q.  It might be a little bit sensitive, but can I ask you something about the Ryder Cup? What do you think of Keegan's selections and how do you think the U.S. team will shape up this year next to the European team and their selections?

STEWART CINK:  Well, first of all, I think both teams have kind of like an embarrassment of riches when it comes to the picks because you can't make a bad pick. I mean, there's too many good players. 

I wasn't surprised that Keegan didn't pick himself although I think it would have been the right pick for him to pick himself because he's one of the best 12 players in my opinion, but I completely understand because that's a very unique situation to be in.

The European team it looks like doesn't have to change the caddie bibs from last time because they have the same last names. They have one interchangeable part and they're all related, the two brothers. 

So they were really good last time and they beat us soundly. This time the only difference is going to be we're on our soil. And New York is a melting pot of world cultures, so it will be interesting to see how much U.S. support there is there because there's also going to be a lot of European support. It's easy to get to, a lot of Europeans live in New York City and the surrounding area. So it will be interesting. I still like our chances because of the home and away thing is just really powerful.

Q.  Can you just explain to us like how determined you are to get those victories in the next few weeks to keep winning like you've been winning?

STEWART CINK:  Well, when you state that you want to win the Schwab Cup and you're not in first place, you've got work to do. 

I think it's a fun challenge to know that we have, what, seven tournaments, eight tournaments left, six tournaments, whatever, and know that my back's kind of against the wall in a way. I'm not in 100th place, but I want one thing and that's to win the Schwab Cup and the only way to do that is to really play well. 

And I've played with Miguel a lot this year, he's not going anywhere. I wouldn't be shocked at all to see him win three or four more times and that doesn't leave a lot for the rest of us to win to catch up with him. 

I took advantage of him not playing at Ally and got a win there, which is basically like a free win for me because he got nothing. So that was great for me, but I'm still way behind so I've got to keep working and keep going and that's what I'm going to do.
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