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BEN GRIFFIN


MODERATOR:  We would like to welcome Ben Griffin to the 2025 World Wide Technology Championship. 

Ben, you're making your fourth consecutive start at this event. What's it like to be back in Mexico? 

BEN GRIFFIN:  Yeah, it's great. You know, I'm very fortunate to be partnered with World Wide Technology and have kind of seen the rise of this event. Yeah, especially here at Diamante, every year it seems like more and more their customers and clients are coming out. 

As for us players, everyone loves coming here. The views are amazing, hospitality's great and it's a nice competitive environment to kind of get towards the end of this fall schedule.

MODERATOR:  You kind of touched on this, the defending champion, Austin Eckroat, is also a World Wide Technology ambassador. What would it mean to you as an ambassador as well to get a win here this week? 

BEN GRIFFIN:  Yeah, last couple years we've had two between van Rooyen and Eckroat, so I've got big shoes to fill. Excited for the opportunity. It's always fun to compete on the PGA TOUR and play for a trophy. Hopefully I can continue that trend for World Wide Technology and their ambassadors to pick it up another win.

MODERATOR:  2025 has been your best season on Tour yet, it's given you some more flexibility this fall besides Ryder Cup and the D.P. Indian event. Have you had time to decompress? 

BEN GRIFFIN:  No. I was just talking about it in the cart. I haven't played necessarily that many events this fall, I played four since the beginning of September, but they've been spaced out to where I feel like I've had to stay relatively sharp and stay in more golf mode than maybe necessarily, maybe what's best for me. 

But also I just love competing out here so it's a fine line between me wanting to take a break and me also being probably one of the guys who plays the most events out here on Tour and still loving it and wanting to go out there and compete. 

It's been a very fun fall nonetheless, playing in Napa and having a chance to win there and competing in the Ryder Cup, what an honor, an incredible week. One of the almost coolest comebacks in history there on Sunday. 

And then yeah, getting to see a new side of the world and compete on the D.P. World, it's something I've always wanted to do. I feel like I've looked up to some players in the past that have done great things on the PGA TOUR but they've also been able to travel overseas and play in different areas and that's something I really wanted to do sooner in my career and I've kind of gotten to a point where I have a little bit more flexibility there with the way I've played. 

Yeah, it's great to be here in Mexico as well, just add another country to that list and just continue to compete and have fun.

MODERATOR:  You mentioned before you've had more time between events. How does your game feel this week? 

BEN GRIFFIN:  I definitely don't feel as sharp as I probably should, but it's a fine line between trying to enjoy my ‑‑ enjoy the fact that I played such a great season and try to take it a little more easy this fall. 

But the competitive side of me wants to win this week, so I know I'm going to go to the range this afternoon and grind out a little bit. But I've ‑‑ even if we go back to Napa, I felt like I didn't even have much of a golf game like Monday, Tuesday Wednesday and I had like a three‑shot lead going into the weekend. So golf's just a funny game like that, you never know what's going to happen. You can feel great about your game and miss the cut or you can feel terrible about your game and be in contention. That's the beauty of our sport, you've just got to get it in the hole, get the right breaks and just keep plugging along. 

So I don't know where my game's at right now, but I'm sure I'll have a good awareness of it this afternoon and going into tomorrow. I've found a way to make just about anything work with my game.

Q.  I'm sure you watched the Ryder Cup since you were a kid. How was it to be part of the team from inside for you?

BEN GRIFFIN:  Yeah, incredible. It's really cool to be inside those locker rooms and just see how much support there is from not only previous players but captains and people just involved with the game. 

I felt like every time I was having dinner or in a locker room I was just surrounded by some of the greats around this sport and its invaluable experiences. 

It's so cool as a rookie to be able to experience this for the first time. I hear guys talk about how they don't want to miss another Ryder Cup and it makes a lot of sense after getting to experience my first one. It's so cool. The camaraderie, it's one week of the year really other than maybe Zurich where ‑‑ it's really one week of the year where you have multiple players and you all have a common goal and you're trying to achieve it together. So you're giving advice, you're helping each other, you're trying to understand each others' games. 

When we compete on Tour, yeah, we have a common goal of trying to win a tournament but no one's going to give anyone advice, you're on your own and you're trying to win it yourself. So it's really cool to have just so much support for a week from not only teammates, but captains, family, wives and then also the fans. It's indescribable. 

And being out there and having what I like to call Ryder Cup moments where you make a big putt or you hit an incredible shot from the fairway, the feelings you get after pulling off shots like that. 

So like for instance, me making a 50‑footer on No. 7 in my match with DeChambeau, my first match there, that was an out‑of‑body experience that I can't replicate on a regular week on Tour. Part of it's because it's a match play event and every hole means so much and also because you're playing for your country. 

Incredible week, incredible experiences, incredible bonds made with other teammates and also captains and just people that surround themselves with the Ryder Cup. It's really cool and there's a lot of passion and grit that goes into it. Unfortunately, it was a bummer for us to not get it done on Sunday, but man, what a comeback it was.

Q.  Being already qualified for all the Signature Events next year, what changes do you make on your calendar? It's different to manage your calendar knowing you're already ‑‑

BEN GRIFFIN:  Yeah, a big sigh of relief. It's nice. The fall, obviously PGA TOUR events and we're all trying to win but a lot of guys here this week are trying to keep their cards, they're trying to just make it to the next season or they're trying to work their way into the Signature Events or they're trying to work their way and be conditional members next year. There's so much that's being played for right now in the fall. 

And yeah, for me it's more I'm playing to try to win, trying to move up in the world. There's different things that every single golfer's playing for. Sure, everyone wants to win, everyone wants to be higher ranked in the world, but there are guys that are fighting. Their finish position is going to dictate a lot on what happens to their careers moving forward. 

So I'm so fortunate and blessed to have had a great year and be able to have this kind of reward and treat in the fall where I don't really have much to lose. It's an amazing feeling that I've never really had much in golf. I've grinded all the way from the mini tours to the Korn Ferry Tour, playing in Americas, up in Canada, playing in Latin America. I've played all over and this is kind of pretty much one of the first times in my life where I've played really, really stress free golf. 

I try to play stress free golf, I've tried to the past couple years, but there's always in the back of your head you're thinking about your positioning on Tour. So it's ‑‑ it makes sense why a lot of top players can stay at the top, it's because they have a lot less to lose, they're playing more free. They're also, they got there because they're very talented. 

So I'm very fortunate to be in the position I am and I'm not going to take it for granted. I'm going to keep working hard and hopefully next season do exactly what I'm doing if not better. Yeah, this fall's been very nice to not have to put so much of an emphasis and priority on it compared to years past.

Q.  Good afternoon. What makes different this stop from the others?

BEN GRIFFIN:  Yeah, this is one of the coolest destinations that we get to compete at. Cabo's one of my favorite places. I had my bachelor party here a few months ago after the season, got to play some golf all around town.  Yeah, most people from the United States, especially from the Midwest and the West Coast love vacationing here in Cabo. 

What's different about it is we're used to competing on Tour and we're in maybe bigger cities but a lot of it's just like a simple hotel room and we're at the golf course all day and there's UberEats and you're not going out and about and exploring so much. 

Here it feels like a really good balance of a week. Almost kind of hard to stay competitive in a way because you get off the golf course and you're like I want to get to the pool and have a cold drink or something in my hand and have some good food and relax and look at the ocean. You don't get that very many weeks on Tour. 

Sure, you can see the ocean at Pebble, but it's 55 degrees and blowing sideways half the time there and it's a really tough test. Here, it's beautiful and the weather this week's incredible, mid 80s and not even a chance of rain hardly. 

It's a really cool, unique week where you kind of get a nice balance of what feels almost like a vacation but also you're able to play competitive golf. Not every week on Tour does it feel much like a vacation.

Q.  Welcome back. I have a couple questions for you. First of all, what is your best memory here?

BEN GRIFFIN:  Best memory. So World Wide Technology, they put on a celebrity pro‑am par 3 shootout on Thursday nights, so I've competed in that the last couple of years. There's been celebrities from all different realms of whatever it is, could be sports, could be entertainment. So it's really cool to meet some folks there, meet some of the customers and clients from World Wide Technology and compete in the little par 3 shootouts on Thursday nights. 

Outside of the competitive golf on the course, that's probably one of my favorites is getting to share that experience with World Wide Technology. They call it kind of the par 3 under the lights and it's a really fun event. 

Even I look back this week, the par 3 pro‑am with The First Tee was really cool and being able to see what golf's been able to do to the community here and see the huge support around it from this community and homeowners here that are supporting The First Tee and helping getting kids access to golf. Also, it's just a great sport to be able to learn good things in life and learn the right things in life and be able to meet people from all different ages. 

A lot of sports when you grow up as a kid you're kind of around kids your own age. Golf's one of those unique sports where I look back to when I was a kid, I was playing with guys that were in their 70s and 80s. Just being able to learn from people who have been around the block when you're 12 years old is really cool. You almost feel like you can mature at a faster pace than kids who are maybe playing other sports.

No, experiences like that, it's just cool to go to new places, travel new places. But here, the impact of The First Tee program has been something I've really cool for me to see because I've competed in that par 3 pro‑am the past couple years and it's awesome to see. 

I played with Maria, who won The First Tee competition. We played together in the first group. To see all of her friends cheering her on when she hit the green on No. 9 was really cool and really special. 

Those are some of my favorite memories. I can't even remember necessarily what I do out there on the golf course, I've hit so many shots. I'm sure I made an eagle or something that was cool, but I think those experiences seeing that is more special.

Q.  What do you think of TGL?

BEN GRIFFIN:  I think it's amazing. It's another opportunity to showcase not only the top golfers in the game but a different style of golf. It's cool because simulator golf has grown significantly over the past five, 10 years. It's gone from almost what was hardly anything, maybe some ‑‑ you might see simulators in some wealthy, affluent areas, but now simulator golf is kind of, it's going into more clubs, there's more access to it and it's just a different style. 

I think anytime you can showcase golf and people are excited around it and people want to go and support it, why not? Let's keep it going. I think what they're doing with TGL is great and it's just another product for golf.

Q.  Ben, you're kind of relaxed this week, but for a lot of guys this time of year, it's pretty stressful and with only 100 cards, even more so this year. What is it like this time of year? What do you remember from your experiences?

BEN GRIFFIN:  Fortunately for me on Tour, I've been between 50 and 60, in the top 60 basically every year. I've never had to sweat out keeping my card.

So I know a lot of guys are doing that and it's a very important week and the guys are locked in. It's a fine mix of you have some top golfers that have earned their way and are more relaxed. You have guys that are trying to get in the Signature Events, you have guys that are trying to keep their card.

It's very stressful for a lot of them. I try to be conscious of that when I'm out there on the range. I try not to feel like I'm having too much fun because I know guys are really trying to lock in. It's a stressful week for a lot of people. It's competitive and that's what brings out this (inaudible.) That's what makes it very exciting still is the fact that you have this turnover and you have guys and raw competition going out and trying to ‑‑ every shot's going to count more than ever right now in these last few events.

MODERATOR:  Thank you for the time, Ben. Good luck this week.
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